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USURJECT: NOTIFICATION OF & 50,000 ACTIVATION
‘ INTRDDUCTION ‘ ' ‘

AN ASSEBSNENT PERFORMED AT THE ELRAMA SEHOOL SITE, ELRAMA,
~WASHINGTON COUNTY, PA IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NATIDNRL CDNTINBENCY
S oFEN - (NCPYy 40,CFR PART 300, HAB IDENTIFIED A RELEASE WHICH 18 f
v THREAT. TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH. THE .LARBE LEACHATE SEEF AT THE
. ELRAMA SCHOOL SITE POSES A FUBLIC HEALTH THREAT DUE TO THE
FOTENTIAL FOR DIRECT DERMAL, CONTACT WITH THE CONTAMINANTS.

CTHE DELEBATION DF AUTHORITY L4-1-A (4/8/84) AUTHORIZES THE
© "ON-GCENE COORDINATOR (08C) TO APFROVE CERCLA REMOVALS WITH A
G TOTAL. LOST OF LESS THAN 980,000, THE 08C HAB DETERMINED THAT
., THIS SITE MEETE THE CRITERIA FOR INITIATING A REMOVAL ACTION
- UNDER S8ECTION 200,415 QF THE NCP: THE OSC HAS AFFROVED THE USE
Lo <0F GERGLA FUNDS TO MITIBATE THE THREAT TO PUBLIC HEALTH OR
. WELFARE OR THE ENVIRONMENT POSED BY THE UNSECURED LEACHATE SEEF
" THIS SITE.




JﬂPKuROUND o

"HIE. SITE IS LOCATED NEAR A FORMER SEHDOL THAT 18 NOW UBED TD i

TOhF EAUIPMENT AND VEMICLES. THE PORTION OF THE FROPERTY THAT

5. 0F CONCERN 18 AN INACTIVE DUMF AREA TO THE SOUTH OF THE FORMER
:H.HDDI RUILDING AND IS OWNED BY THE 8CHOOL DISTRICT. FENN

hu[NDUSTRIAL CHEMICAL DISFOSED OF FILTER CAKE RESIDUE, SOLVENTS AND g“‘hv

IACID CLAY WASTES ON THE EDRE OF A RAVINE ON THE BITE, THE P
S DUMPING TOOK -PLACE FOR AEOUT 20 YEARS, FROM AROUND 1930 TO 1950.
. ATHE WASTE MATERIAL. WAS PDTENTIALLY REFDSITED, OR MAY HAVE
‘-?MIbhATED, INTO SUBSURFACE. COAL MINING VDIDS AND SEAMS WHICH ARE
- 'PRESENT ON THE SITE. A LARGE TAR~LIKE SEAF I8 LOCATED
CUAPPROXIMATELY 180 FEET DOWNSLOFE FROM THE DUMF AREA. A CRERK I8
VULOCATED AT THE BOTTON OF THE SEEF. A SECOND TAR-LIKE SEEF 18
U;lDthED 300 FEET DOWNSLORE FROM THE DUMF' I8 FRESENT AT THE |
; HEADWATERS OF THE CREEK. .

‘\“THE ﬁUMP AND THE SEEF AREAS EXIST ON A MEAVILY VEGETATED SLOPE OF

;'ETHE RAVINE: " TOQ THE NORTH OF THE DUMP AREA THE FROPERTY CONBISTH
L OF AN OFEN FIELD AND THE FORMER SCHOOL EUILDING. THE CLOBEST
CCRESIDENCES TO THE NORTH ARE WITHIN 400 FEET (UPGRADIENT). TR THE

- WEST OF THE LARGE SEEP, FHE CLOBEST RESIDENT I8 WITHIN

»APFROAIMATELY 400 FEET AND WITHIN AFPROXIMATELY L1Q0 FEET QF THE
SHEADWATERS OF THE CREEK. TO THE EABT (DOWNBRADIENT) THE CLOSEST

- RESIDENTS AND HUSINESSES ARE WITHIN APFROXIMATELY 500 AND 1000

. "FEET RESFECTIVELY.' SIXTY RESIDENCES ARE LOCATED WITHIN A GUARTER

CoMILE QF THE SITE.

i -THE. LARBE SEEF AREA 15 AROUT 10 FEET FROM FOPFS ROAD WHICH RUNS

- WEST TO EAST THROUGH THE RAVINE. ACCESS TO THE SITE IS

i- UNRESTRICTED. THE CENTERS OF ELRAMA AND FLOREFFE L.IE

Lo APFROXIMATELY 1500 AND 2000 FEET RESFECTIVELY FROM THE SITE. THE
v, ESTIMATED COMBINED FOPULATIONS FOR THE TWO TOWNS 18 200.

- THE CREEK LOCATED AT THE BATTOM OF THE LARBE SEEF FLOWS ALONG
i - POFFPS ROAD, AND IT EVENTUALLY DISCHARGES INTO THE MONONRAHELA
+-. RIVER. THE DISTANCE FROM THE 8ITE TO THE MONONGAHELA RIVER I8
 AFFROXIMATELY 3000 FEET.

o REMOVAL OR CLEANUP ACTIVITIES HAVE EEEN INITIATED AT THE SITE.

Y THE 'EPA FIELD INVESTIGATION TEAM CONDUCTED SAMPLING AT THE SITE

JIN 1987,  BASED' ON'THIS INVESTIGATION THE SITE WAS REFERRED TO

_ THE REMOVAL FROBRAM. THE EPA TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TEAM CONDUCTED
AN ASSESSMENT DURING JANUARY AND OCTOEER 1990. AN ATSDR FACKAGE

' WNS FREPARED FOR AND' REVIEWED BY ATSDR.
. THREAT

. BAMPLE RESULTS FROM THE TWO TAT INVESTIGATIONS AND THE FIT
7 INVESTIGATION CONFIRM THE PRESENCE OF VOLATILE DRBANIC COMPOUNDS
~{VOCs) AND FOLYCYCLIC AROMATIC HYDROCARBONE (FAHs) IN TAR-LIKE
g LgﬂCEgTF, 801L., SURFACE WATER, SEDIMENT AND BLUDGE SEDIMENT
SAMPLES,

AR300002




C HCALTH THREAT IS PRESENT DUE TO THE POTENTIAL FOR DIRECT
L CONTACT WTIH THE CONTAMINANTS. THE MAIN AREAS DF COMRERN
TAE “THE WABTE -DUMP-AND - THE LEACHATE - GEEFABE AREAS. THE MASTY
KELY RAUTE - OF EXPOSURE TO 'THESE CONTAMINANTS COULD DCOUR' VIA
[ {CT DERMAL CONTACT . FXPOSURE COULD REBULT IN SKIN AND EYE

. THIS CREEK FLOWS ALONG PDPF?
ROHD AND M&RGE WITH ANOTHER SMALL CREER IN THE RAVINE, FASEES!
FHRDUGH A RESIDENTIAL NEIGHEBORHOOD AND DISCHARBES INTO THE
MONONGAHELA RIVER. THE DISTANCE FROM THE SITE TO THE MONONBAHELA

\‘hIVER I8 APPROXIMATELY 3000 FEET. A WATER UFTAKE FOINT I8
LOCATED ABOUT 15Q0 YARDS DOWNSTREAM FROM THE CONFLUENCE OF THE

. CREEK. . THE WATER URTAKE I8 FOR THE FENNSYLVANIA AMERICAN WATER

L COMPANY »

& o THERE 18. A FOTENTIAL BROUND WATER THREAT RECAUSE THERE MAY EBE A

L HYRAULIC CONNECTION BETWEEN THE WASTE DUMP AREA AND THE RIVER,
“UWHICH I8 LDCATED AEOUT 3000 FEET DOWNERADIENT FROM THE SITE.

o OCAL RESTDENTS STATE THAT THE HILLSIDE AND THE SITE.ITSELF HAS
/. BEEN MINED FOR COAL. THE WASTE DUMF MAY FOSSIELY OVERLIE WINE

" WORKINGS, AND THE'MINE ITSELF MAY BE FILLED WITH WASTE, ACCDRDING
‘. TO 6 -NEAREY RESIDENT. THE UNDERLYING EEDROCK AT THE SIFE I8 ALgC
’” HLY JOINTED AND LAYERED, AND COULD FROVIDE A SUBSURFACE FATH
‘v ‘CDNTAMINANT MIGRATION,

BPOFE

lHC FROPDSED ACTIONS FOR THE ELRAMA SCHOOL SITE ARE DESIGNED TO
ELIMINATE THE IMMINENT AND SUBSTANTIAL THREAT TO FUBLIC HEALTH
GND fHE ENVIRONMENT. THE PROFOSED ACTIONS ARE AS FOLLOWS:

- 1) RESTRICT ACCESS TO THE SITE TO PREVENT THE THREAT OF
. DIRECT CONTACT WITH THE CONTAMINANTS.

2) FURSUE THE PASSIBILITY OF CONDUCTING ADDITIONAL
ENGINEERING STUDIES, ANALYTICAL WORK, AND
SITE INVESTIBATIONS TD BETTER CHARACTERIZE THE
FOTENTIAL THREAT TO FUBLIC WEALTH OR WELFARE OR THE
ENVIRONMENT .

FURSUE THE POSSIBILITY OF ADDITIONAL SAMFLING TO
BETTER CHARACTERIZE THE MIGRATION OF CONTAMINANTS
OFFBITE.,

FURSUE ALTERNATIVES TO MITIGATE THE POTENTIAL THREAT
TO FUBLIC HEALTH OR WELFARE OR THE ENVIRONMENT .




IN:MA

NE ERCE CUNTRHCTOR a4’ NATERIALS IN THE AMOUNT OF ‘5:55,(.)()0 TQ
INITIATE: A° REMOVAL, ACTION' APFROFRIATE TO MITIBATE THE DIRECT. .
CONTACT THREAT F'DSED 'BY  THE LEACHATE SEEF ONSITE. .0SC PEERU
GODRDINATED FXCHANGE OF INFORMATION -WITH STATE AND 1.OCAL

COFFICIALS. -




